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INTERNATIONAL NEWS (English) 

NASA’s Juno spacecraft completes fourth flyby of Jupiter 
 
NASA’s solar-powered Juno spacecraft completed closest flyby of Jupiter 
mysterious cloud tops for the fourth time. All eight of Juno’s science 
instruments were switched on during the flyby. During its closest approach 
it was roughly 4,300 km above Jupiter’s cloud tops and travelled at a speed 
of about 208,000 kmph.  
 
India, UAE hold first strategic dialogue 
India and the UAE held the first meeting of their strategic dialogue in New 
Delhi to elevate the bilateral relationship to Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership. The meeting was co-chaired by Minister of State (MoS) for 
External Affairs M J Akbar and MoS in Ministry of Foreign Affairs of UAE 
Anwar Gargash. 
 
SpaceX’s Falcon 9 Rocket successfully places 10 satellites into orbit 
US based rocket manufacturing company SpaceX successfully launched 
constellation of 10 satellites into orbit on board of its two stage Falcon 9 
Rocket from the Vandenberg Air Force Base, California. The satellites were 
deployed into the designated to low-Earth orbit about an hour after launch. 
Besides, rocket’s first stag also landed upright on a so-called droneship in 
the Pacific Ocean south of Vandenberg.  
 
February 13: World Radio Day  
The World Radio Day is observed every year on 13th February to celebrate 
radio as the medium for entertainment, information and the mode for 
communication. 2017 Theme: “Radio is You”. It is a call for greater 
participation of audiences and communities in the policy and planning of 
radio broadcasting. Significance of Day: It marks global celebration of radio 
as a forum for information and entertainment that helps to bridge 
communication gap for remote communities and empowering people. 
 
Uhuru Kenyatta , President of Kenya Three Day State Visit to IndiaThe 
President of Kenya, Uhuru Kenyatta paid a state visit to India from January 



10-12, 2017 on an invitation extended by Prime Minister NarendraModi. 
Since 1981, this is the first state visit from Kenya to India. 
 
Longest elevated cycle path in the world opens in ChinaThe world’s 
longest elevated cycle path has been opened in Xiamen, China which can 
handle about 2,023 cyclists with a speed limit of 15 miles per hour. The 
path is five miles long and 16 feet wide having 11 entrances and connects 
to 11 bus stops and two underground rail stations. This will greatly help to 
reduce the heavy traffic congestion and pollution in China significantly. 
 
Paris to erect wall of bulletproof glass around Eiffel TowerAnne 
Hidalgo, the Mayor of Paris announced on 9 February 2017 that a 2.5-
meter high bulletproof glass wall would be erected around the city’s most 
treasured monument, the Eiffel Tower.The security measure has been 
undertaken in order to protect the iconic architecture from the threat of 
terrorism.The Eiffel Tower is visited by over 6 million people every year. 
 
Obama to give farewell address to America 
President Barack Obama gave a farewell speech to the nation on 10 
January 2017, as he prepared to leave the White House after eight years in 
office. His top policy achievements were jolted by the Nov. 8 election of 
Trump, who had threatened to undo Obama's actions on issues ranging 
from advancing healthcare reform to curbing climate change. 
 
Queen Elizabeth marks 65 years on British throne 
Queen Elizabeth, the world's longest-reigning living monarch, celebrates 
her Sapphire Jubilee on Monday, commemorating 65 years since she took 
the British throne. A 41-gun royal salute will take place in central London 
to mark the occasion. The queen's office released a 2014 portrait showing 
her wearing a suite of sapphire jewelry she received from King George 
VI as a wedding gift in 1947. 
 
Germany to elect new president; Steinmeier the favorite 
A German parliamentary assembly will elect the country's new president, 
and the country's former foreign minister, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, is the 
overwhelming favorite to win. The German president has little executive 
power, but is considered an important moral authority. The new head of 
state will succeed Joachim Gauck, the current President of Germany who 
isn't seeking a second five-year term because of his age. 



NATIONAL NEWS ( SOCIAL SCIENCE) 

India celebrated 68th Republic Day on 26 January 2017 

Republic Day was celebrated on 26 January 2017 across the nation. This was 
the 68th Republic Day of India. The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces of the UAE Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan was the Chief Guest at the 68th Republic Day parade.First 
Republic Day was celebrated on 26 January 1950 to mark the enforcement of 
the Constitution of India that declares India as – “ Sovereign Socialist Secular 
Democratic Republic.” 

Eco friendly theatre festival from December 15 

GUWAHATI: The eighth edition of the annual Under the Sal Tree theatre 

festival is all set to begin from December 15. International theatre artists from 

four countries will be participating in the festival, which will be held in a patch 

of Sal tree grove at a village in Goalpara district. 

Chennai scientist gets national award 

J Daniel Chellappa, senior scientist at Bhabha Atomic Research Centre's 
(BARC) technical coordination wing, Chennai, has won the PRSI national 
award for the best communications campaign for 2016. Chellappa, a gold 
medallist from University of Madras, was associated with IIT Madras for his 
PG project and joined the scientific community of Department of Atomic 
Energy, Kalpakkam in 1984. He has carried out research in high temperature 
fuel behaviour as part of the indigenous development of the Uranium - 
Plutonium Mixed Carbide Nuclear Fuel for the Fast Breeder Test Reactor. 

PAN card mandatory for any bank account 

Quoting Permanent Account Number (PAN) or giving details in Form 60 is 

being made mandatory for opening any bank or post office account. This will 

be applicable for any account irrespective of whether that falls into no-frills 

category or a Jan Dhan account, the income tax department said on Monday. 

Meanwhile, banks will submit details of deposits in accounts between April 1 

and December 31, 2016. 
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National Tiger Conservation Authority gets defense ministry nod to use 
drones in tiger reserves 

In a major move to protect tigers, Melghat is among the 13 tiger reserves in 

the country to get approval from director general of civil aviation (DGCA), 

ministry of home affairs (MoHA) and ministry of defence (MoD) to implement 

monitoring with the help of drones, commonly known as unmanned aerial 

vehicles (UAVs). The other 12 tiger reserves include Corbett, Dudhwa, 

Ranthambore, Panna, Similipal, Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam, Bandipur, 

Satyamangalam, Parambikulam, Kaziranga, Namdapha, and Sundarbans. 

5 December 2016; Day of mourning in Tamil Nadu as Chief Minister 
Jayalalithaa passes away 

Chief minister of Tamil Nadu, leader to many Tamils and 'Amma' to millions, J 

Jayalalithaa died on Monday, 5 December 2016, after undergoing treatment at 

Apollo Hospitals in Chennai for 75 days. She was 68. She continued to be very 

critical and was on extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) and life 

support systems. 

District administration observes national voters day on 25 January 

The district administration has planned various programmes on national 

voters day, January 25, to spread awareness among citizens about the 

importance of voting in a democracy. India has been celebrating a national 

voter day since 2011 with the basic aim of informing people of the role of 

voters and the importance of voting. The Kolhapur Municipal corporation has 

decided to observe this day with various programmes.  

 

SPORTS NEWS( MATHEMATICS) 

Bayern rout Arsenal 5-1 in Champions League 

Bayern Munich routed Arsenal 5-1 in their Champions League, thanks to a 

blistering spell of three goals in 10 second-half minutes. Arjen Robben opened 

the scoring after just 11 minutes at the Allianz Arena when the Dutchman beat 
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Arsenal goalkeeper David Ospina with a fine left-foot strike into the top 

corner. 

Adam Voges retires from international cricket 

 

Adam Voges, Australian batsman, announced his retirement from 
international cricket on Tuesday (February 14 2017). The 37-year-
old, who will lead the Prime Minister's XI in the upcoming tour match 
against the visiting Sri Lankan side in Canberra, views the game as 
his last against an international side. 
 
'Excited' Root looks forward to lead England his own way 
 
In his first press conference as England's new Test captain, Joe Root 

has confirmed that he will be looking forward to develop an exciting 

team that England supporters can be proud of. Root will become 

England's 80th Test captain when he leads the team out against 

South Africa at Lord's in July 2017.Root's appointment comes two 

weeks after the resignation of Alastair Cook, who led England in 59 

Tests, the most of any England captain in charge. 

 

 

Junior Hockey WC stars ready to raise the bar 

 

India won the Junior Hockey World Cup last month after a decade-

and-a-half, and aficionados will be training their eyes on the heroes 

of the tournament when the fifth edition of the Hockey India 

League (HIL) gets underway in the city. 

 

IPL 10 to start on April 5 2017 

 

The Committee of Administrators (COA) on Wednesday confirmed 

that the 10th season of Indian Premier League (IPL) will commence 

on April 5, 2017. This session of IPL will also be known as Vivo IPL 



2017, because Vivo Electronics got the title sponsorship for two 

years after Pepsi terminated the contract.  

 

For Viswanathan Anand, chess and computers are a winning 

pair 

 

Chess has traditionally been a sport that is played as much on the 

board as it is in the mind. Over the years, the advent of machines 

(read computers) gave a fillip to this sport and five-time World 

champion Viswanathan Anandhas been among the innumerable 

beneficiaries of this technological revolution. 

 

Padmini, Harika in tiebreaker of world women's chess 

 

International MasterPadmini Rout played out another easy draw 

with Zhao Xue of China while Dronavalli Harika also split point 

withDinara Saduakassova of Kazakhstan in the second round of 

the world women's chess championship. Showing fine form, Padmini 

was in her elements as she went for a surprising Ivan's gambit as 

white that too Zhao Xue by a huge surprise. 

 

Shooting World Cup : Ankur Mittal wins silver in Men’s double 

trap 

Ankur’s tally in the shooting World Cup read 74 points, which was only 

one point behind the first places James Willett from Australia who 

claimed the gold medal. James Dedman from Great Britain stood third. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY( SCIENCE) 

Union minister asks scientists to conduct research on Japanese 
Encephalitis virus 

BHUBANESWAR: Union science and technology minister Dr Harsh Vardhan on 

Friday visited the Institute of Life Sciences (ILS) here and advised scientists 
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and research scholars to do research on Japanese Encephalitis virus, which 

has claimed 51 lives in Malkangiri district since September 8, 2016. 

Chinese scientists control cotton disease with gene tech' 

BEIJING: China, the largest cotton producers in the world, has made a 

breakthrough in controlling a major disease of cotton plants using gene 

technology, media report said today. After eight years of research, Chinese 

scientists with the Institute of Microbiology of Chinese Academy of Sciences 

found that gene interference technology can prevent the spread of a 

pathogenic fungus, the cause of verticillium dahliae wilt, state-run Xinhua 

news agency reported. 

Role of science important in governance: PM Modi in Tirupati 

TIRUPATI (ANDHRA PRADESH): Prime Minister Narendra Modi showed 

gratitude to the scientists of the country, vowing to support different streams 

of scientific knowledge. "Nation will always be grateful to scientists who have 

worked tirelessly to empower our society by their vision, labour, and 

leadership. Tomorrow's experts will come from investments we make today 

in our people and infrastructure," PM Modi said at the inauguration of 104th 

Indian Science Congress in Tirupati. 

Scientists develop green technology for water purification 

Indian scientists have developed an eco-friendly nanotechnology for water-

softening applications that could be used in civic water treatment plants for 

generating potable water, said the official of a technical institute. The team 

from Institute of Advance Study in Science & Technology (IASST) in Assam's 

Guwahati, crafted a biopolymer using a naturally occurring substance, called 

chitosan (obtained from the hard outer skeleton of shellfish, including crab, 

lobster, and shrimp) as a backbone for the carbon nano particles to sit on. 

PSLV-C37 Successfully Launches 104 Satellites in a Single Flight 

In its thirty ninth flight (PSLV-C37), ISRO's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
successfully launched the 714 kg Cartosat-2 Series Satellite along with 103 co-
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passenger satellites today morning (February 15, 2017) from Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre SHAR, Sriharikota. This is the thirty eighth consecutively 
successful mission of PSLV.  The total weight of all the 104 satellites carried 
on-board PSLV-C37 was 1378 kg.PSLV-C37 lifted off at 0928 hrs (9:28 am) 
IST, as planned, from the First Launch Pad.  After a flight of  16 minutes 48 
seconds, the satellites achieved a polar Sun Synchronous Orbit of 506 km 
inclined at an angle of 97.46 degree to the equator (very close to the intended 
orbit) and in the succeeding 12 minutes, all the 104 satellites successfully 
separated from the PSLV fourth stage in a predetermined sequence beginning 
with Cartosat-2 series satellite, followed by INS-1 and INS-2.  The total 
number of Indian satellites launched by PSLV now stands at 46. 


